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To the Right Honourable and Right 
Reverend FatberinGod HENRY 
Lord Biſhop of London. 


MY LORD, 


T is to Your Lordſhip, that we of 

the Clergy within your Dioceſs, are 
immediately ( under his Majcſty ) _ 
accountable for our Doctrine and Be- 
haviour; 1n which, if any of us are xnown 
to offend, it becomes ſuch as know it, and 
are aggrieved, ro complain to you, as our 
Ordinary, for the Reformation and redreſ- 
fing of it. But it 1s of late grown too 
much a practice amongſt ſome, that would 
be thought nota little concerned for our 
Church, to be the firſt that cenſure us, and 
without Examinacion of the Caſe, or enqui- 
ring into the Truth and Certainty of what 
they repore, . make the wide World the 
Judg, and proclaim our Faults, whatever 
they are, orare ſaid to be, in the chict Pla- 
ces of Concourſe; and which your Lord- 
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ſhip ( and perhaps the Party himſelf ) 
knows nothing of, till cycry body knows 
it, and common- Fame brings it to your 
My Lord, it has happened thus.with me, 

as with others. ( who am not the firſt, nor 
it's likely ſhall be the laſt that is to be clus 
ſeryed. ) For having Preached 7uly 26. 
the Day appointed. by his Majeſty for a 
Pablick: Thankſgiving for the late Victory 
over the Rebels, there want:not: ſome who 
have reported that I only cntertaied my 
Auditory with a General- Diſcourſe that 
was not to the purpoſe of the Day and 
Occaſion. A Calumny I for a while ſlight- 
ed, and contented my felt to give my 
Friend ſatisfaction, that firſt acquainted me 
with it: Bur when, from a-deep Deſign in 
ſome to aſperſc the Clergy of the: City, 
from a Credulity in othcrs to believe il 
of them, and from the humour of an Age 
( from what reaſon it proceeds, God knows) 
ven to bcelicye a Lye, it came to be a 
publick Talk: It became me, if I had no 
regard to my- own. Reputation, yet from 


the regard 1 ought. to haye to our Clergy 
| ( whictr 


up: 


(which too nuch ſuffers by ſuch aſperſions) 
and to your Lordſhip ( under whoſe Cog-» 
nizance it falls) to take che moſt cffectual 
courſe for the refuting of- it, by publithing 
my Sermon, how defe&tive ſocver it may 
otherwiſe be. This therefore 1 do, without 
adding any new matter, faving what may - 
ſerve ro- rcndcr. 1t the more intelligible, 
uſcful, and entire ( which 1s therefore »di- 
ſtinguiſhed from the other, and ſet forth 
by marks ) and without making any Alre- 
ration, ſo much as in the Words relating 
to the Day, forbearing even thoſe Things 
that I ſaid more of it, as they then offered 
themſclves to my thoughts, becauſe I can- 
not now exactly recolke&t it, though I am 
ſenſible ir would have been nor a lutle to 

the Advantage of it. | 
I muſt acknowledg, there is not that bic- 
tcrneſs and ſeverity, with which fome eager 
ſpirits are gratified 3, haying learned from 
the behaviour of St. Michael, not to bring 
even againſt an Adycrſavy a railing accuſa- 
tion: But it I nuſtake not, the Doctrine F 
tcach, doth overthrow the main. Principle 
by which Rebellion is ſupported 3, a way 
nog 


indeed that may not make ſo much noiſe, 
bur if prudently and effe&tually managed, 
ſtrikes it to the Heart ; and differs as much 
from the former,as fighting and vanquiſh- 
ing an Enemy doth from railing at him. 
And theretorc,tho I am not able to anſwer 
for the order and dreſs of it (which had the 
Printing been a mere voluntary act of 
nune, I ſhould be obliged to ) yet for the 
Truth and Loyalty, I may fately challenge 
thoſe that have adventured either ſpight- 
fully or 1gnorantly to reyile 1t,the worlt of 
mine or our Churches Adyecrfarics, to que- 
ſtion it: In Confidence of which, I do pre- 
ſent it to your Lordſhip,and deſire to ſtand 
or fall, as your Lordſhip ſhall judg of tt : 
Who as in this,ſo upon all other occaſions, 
ſhall approve my ſelf, 


Your Lordſhips 
Moſt Obedient Servant, 
JOHN WILLIAMS. 
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To the Parifhioners of. Sr. Miltred's 
Powltrey, and St. Mary Cole ; and 


of St. cats Alderſgate, and St. 
© Joby Zachary. © 


AVING Preached. the RPA 
Sermon to. both Anditories 2h 
* fame day, I now 'prefent..it 1t0:y0u 
- fromthe Preſs ; not of mineown” 
oaeh? ( for then it had been better fitted for 
that purpoſe ) but as compevie ' thereunto 
for my own'\'( nor" 1#faf your Y Vindication. - 
Thave already appealed. to my Superiours as 
 miy Fade ; t6 you I appeal as my Witneſſes: To 
them, | 


wewptar ds waa pat 1" 
ſelf, or. fitted to the Occaſion: pert ine | 
Tc 


ir be the' Sermon” Predehs: 


leg that even Kr 5 nl e /t ME, 
111 be able ge- 


remember ev "Pan 
but I'm confilevir,"1ha . 
nerally to ſay, that rhis was the Sermon Fat 
that time entertained you-with. And if thisbe 
ſds. ( as ſo it:ts ).then't. dſo more;-t0-- 
js | 2 | , | 
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anſwer thoſe that have too raſbly cenſured and 
traduced it as not at all ſuitable to the c- 
caſion it was Preached upon. Certainly if the 
DoArine therein contained be true, viz. that 
We muſt not doEvil that Good may come; 
thoſe 'that firſt invented,.and ſo induftriou /ly 'y 
ſpread the Calumny, are not the-beſt of men 
q whatever end they think to ſerve by it ) nor 
a credit to. that Religion and Church they 
profeſs to'be-of.. Ileave fuch to the Sermon ; 
and recommend that, you, -and my Lobduns 
— you, tothe Bleſſi ing of Almighty God, 
—_ him to lead us into all Truth. 


eyes doe n QA POET any” 


Your Scrvane i in Chri:Jeſus, 
"JOHN WILLIAMS. 
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SERMON 
Preached Fly 26. 

Being the Day ſet apart for a Publick 
THANEKSGIVING for the 
Late VICTOR Y over the 
REBELS. 

KR O Md. Ib 5, &. - 


If the Truth of God hath more abounded through 
my lye unto his Glory, why yet am I alſo judg- 

..ed as a ſinner ? And not rather, as we be /lan- 
derouſly reported, and as ſome affirm that we : 
ſay, Let us do evil that good may come, whoſe 
dammation 1s juſt ? , 


SKHSELY N the Former Chanai of this 
” K wg Epiitlc, the Agoſtle had conſider- + 
Of " (+ >} ed the ſad Condition which the 
whole Maſsof Mankind was 1n , 
whethcr Jews or Gentiles; and. 
ſhewed that the Jews, whatever 


Prcheminence they lad of the Gentiles, as 
B G = O 
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God's peculiar People, and inveſted with ma- 
ny Eminent Priviledges and Marks of the Di- 
vine Fayour ; yet in caſe of Unbelict and Di- 
obcdience, they could not be thereby ſecured 
againſt the Wrath of God which is revealed from 
Heaven againſt all ungedlineſs and unrighteouſ- 
' meſs of men, who hold the truth in unrighteouſ- 
eſs | ch. 1. 18. ] For there is no reſpedt of per- 
ſons with God | ch. 2. 28. ] From whence he 
concludes, [ ver. 28. ] He is not a Jew which 
is one outwardly, neither is that circumciſion 
which is outward in the fleſh ; but be is a Jew 
which is one inwardly, and circumciſion is that 
of the heart, in the ſpirit, and not in the letter, 
whofe praiſe is not of men, but of God. 

Againſt this, the Apoſtle doth ſuppoſe it 
will probably be objected, What advantage - 
then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of cir- 
cumciſion ? chap. 3. 1. To this he replics, ». 2. 
Much every way ; chiefly, becauſe that unto them 
were committed the Oracles of God ; by which 
they had the beſt means in poſſeſſion, of know- 
ing whatthe Will gf God is, and the beſt En- 
coniragements in many Excellent Promiſes for 
obcying it. | 

Bur if in the mean while, with all thefe Ad- 
vantages, they do not believe nor obey, 1s it 

| rcaſonable 


* 2 , 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe that they ſhould yet 
ſtand inthe ſame condition as if they believed 
and obeyed ? And that God could not with- 
draw his Favour , and disfranchiſe them of 
thoſe Priviledges, without being falſe to his 
Word? For what if ſome did not believe ? ſhall 
their unbelief make the Faith, or Faithfulneſs., 
of God without efſet ? God forbid. v. 3. 

Againſt which the Apoſtle conſiders it may 
be further objected, But if it happen that ozr 
larieblreaech, commend the righteouſneſs of 
God, v. 5. And that by the unbelict of the Zews 
and their rejection upon 1t, God doth enlarge 
his Church, and make the Gentiles Partakers 
., of the ſame Priviledg, is God unrighteous that 

| taketh vengeance? To this he replies with 
" great Indignation, Ged forbid ; for then how 

ſhall God judge the world? And then what an 
horrid conſequence would tollow from it, viz. 
Let ws do evil that good may come : For, ſaith 
he,if the truth of God bath more abounded through 
my tlye unto his Glory, why yet am I alſo judged © 
as a ſinner * And not rather, as we be /lande- 
roufly reported, and as ſome affirm that we ſay, 
Let us do evil that good may come ? 

Which Words, and the Coherence;will be 
better.underſtood, if it be conſidered, that the 

B 2 7th 
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(4) 
7th werſe is but the Repetition of the ObjeCt:- 
on made verſe 5. And the 8th werſe 1s a con- 
tinuation of the objection in verſe 7. As will 
appear more evidently, 1. If the Word rather, 
which 1s not in the Original, be left out. And 
2:If the following words, as we be /landerouſly 
reported, and as ſome affirm that we ſay , be read 
by way of Parentheſis. And 3. That the word 
[ why ] be repeatcd after this manner, 7f the 
truth of God hathmore abounded through my lye 
unto his Glory; why yet. am 1 alſo judged as a ſin- 
ner ? And why not (as we be /landerouſly reported, 
andas ſome affirm that we ſay, ) Let us do evil. 
that good may come, whoſe damnation is juſt, SO. 
that the words, /et us do evil that good may come, 
arc an Inference fromthe objection contained. 
in the Words, If the truth of God. hath more a- 
bounded,” &c. And which it ſcents ſome mali- 
ciouſly reported, that the Apoftle held ; and 
charged upon him as his Principle and Do- 
Etrine : Buthe proteſts it is a notorious calum- 
ny, and a Doctrine he abhors, and ſo can be. 
none of his ; that it's a Doctrine of pernici- 
ous Conſequence, and what no man can hold. 
without apparent hazard of his Salvation, 
whoſe damnation is juſt. Which cenſure, tho it 
immediately rcters to the Authors of that flan- 
| der 
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der caſt upon him, yet hath alſo a reſpect to 
the impiety of the Doctrine he diſavows, and 
the danger ſuch are in that do maintain it.This * 
is at leaſt implyed ; for if the Damnation of 
ſuch as invented the Calumny,and threw it up- 
on him,be juſt, then no leſs certainly 1s it true 
of ſuch as do hold the Doctrine it ſelf, they 
calumniated him with. 


In Treating upon theſe Words, 
L..I ſhall conſider what evil it is which Per- . 
ſons may pretend to do for the ſake of what 
is Good ; and what Good it 1s:that they may 
reſpe&t in doing Evil. And, | 
* 2. I ſhall ſhewtheunreaſonableneſs and un- 
lawfulncſs of doing evil that good may come. 

3. I ſhall ſhew the danger in ſo doing, from 
the cyent of it, whoſe damnation is juſt. 

4. I ſhall ſhew the prevalency of this Prin- 
ciple. in the Chriſtian World : Of theſe as the 
time will permit. 

1. What Evil ic 1s that Perſons may pretend 
to do for the ſake of ſome Good, Ge. 

By Evil, all Sins are to be underſtood, whe- 
ther they be a Tranſgreilion of the Law of Na- 
ture, or of Divine Revelation z whether they 
be Sins of Onuſſion, or Comnuſſion. 

. *1. When 


(6) 
© rx. When Ifay, Sins againſt the Law of 
* Natare and Revelation are hereby forbid, I 
* underſtand thereby what is intrinſecally and 
* of its own nature evil, and not what .isſo up- 
<©on :mutable Reaſons, fuch as that which is 
+ © forbid by -Temporary and Arbitrary Laws, 
_ * depending upon the mere will of the-Law- 
© giver, or ſome preſent Reaſons. For'in this 
* caſe, that which is evil by ſuch circumſtance, 
© may not only be- done when that circum- 
* ſtance ceaſeth, but alfo where there isan ab- 
*folute neceffity for it, thothe general Reaſon 
* for the obſervarion of that Law continue. 
© Thus it was in the caſe put by ouc Saviour, 
* when the Law forbad the Pcople to cat the 
* Shew-Byead, and yet David with his Compa- 
* ny entred into'the houſe of God when he was 
* an hungred,and did cat it, Matth. 1 2. 3, 4. But 
* if the Marrer forbidden be intrinſecally evil, 
* the caſe is otherwiſe, and no circumſtance 
* of things can alter it, as it 1s in violation of 
* Oaths, Blaſpheming of God, G&c. 
* 2. Whenl fay Sinsof Omiſſion and Com- 
* miſſion are forbidden to be done for a good 
* end; we arc to underſtand,that the Onuſſion 
© of a Duty is not concerned in it, when two 


© duties do interfere, ſo that both cannot be 
WT * performed, 
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* performed together, and one muſt be omit- 
'* ted for the other;for then the more neceſſary 
* takes place of the leſs;and the omiſſion of the 
* lefs, 1s {o far then from being an evil, that it is 
*2Duty. So our Sayiour did when he healed on 
* the Sabbath day,Luke 13.15.and ſo he deter- 
* mincd the caſe, when he ſaith,God will have 
* mercy and not ſacrifice, Matth. 12. 7. 

The Good which will not warrant any cyil 
to be done for it,.may, be of Two Sorts. 

1, Poles: The preventing, avoiding, or 
removing any Evil which we tear, foreſee,-or - 
ſuffer by. 

2. Poſitive : The procuring, promoting, or 
eſtabliſhing any Good , whether Publick or 
Private, whether Ciyil or Religious 

The thing called Good, and eſpecially that 
kind of Good which is evidently known and 
own'd ſo to be (ſuch as the Cauſe of God'and 
Religion, rife Food of the Church, and Salva- 
tion of Mankind ) is fo Excellent, that he that 
doth mot of all employ himſclf in it, and takes 
the moſt cfteEtual courſe for preſerving or ob- 
raining 1t, 15 juſtly to be eſteemed one of. the 
beſt of -men : And ſince this is ſo eminent and 
uſcſul a Good, it's hard to think: he can err 


that 1n any Action or undertaking, has and 
| keeps 
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keeps this in his Eye, and doth fteer his courſe 
according as that ſhall require and need. - 

And therefore 1t's both a Temptation to 
mankind frequently to commut unwarranta- 
ble Actions, and engage in unlawful Deſigns 
for ſuch an end, and a Temptation to others 
to-think well of it : But now 1t eyil be evil 
in its nature, and 1s not to be changed, then 
evil is not to be done upon any reafon what- 
ſocver ; and the goodnufs of the End,as long 
as-1t cannot change the Nature of the Action, 
cannot make that to be no fault which was ſo 
before, and will be ſo after, and wherever that 
good End is not. S6 that whether there be a 
good End or not, cyil is not to be done, ſince 
the evil is as well evil where this End 1s, as 
where it is not : And I may ſafely fay,, it is as 
lawſul to do evil for eyil's ſake, as to do cy1l 
for the ſake. of what is good. , | 
. And this I ſhall repreſent from the follow- 
ing Conſiderations. | 


1. If Evil may be done that good may 
come of it, it will in Eftect confound all dit- 
ference betwixt Good and Evil ; fi:icc Evil in 
ſuch Circumſtances where .t may ſerve a good 
End, is as Eligible and fit tro be done, as what 
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(9) 
is rcally good. Now if what 15 evil in ſac 
caſe, is lawful; then that which is unlawful be- 
comes lawful ; and where 1s then the difte- 
= rence betwixt Good and Evyil,Vertue and Vice, 
lawtul and unlawtul, berwixt what is com- 
manded, and what 'is forbidden? That there 
15 as vaſt a diftcrence betwixt theſe two, as 
between Light and Darkneſs, *all do acknow- 
ledg; and ſetting afide the good End, evil will 
.be evil, and what-1s evil will be-unlawful to 
the World'send*: Butthough theſe are neyer 
4fo- contrary in Notion and Speculation, yet 
af they unite in Practice, and that where 
good is the End,Evil may be uſed as a means, 
there will be as much confuſion, as if the dif- 
ference had not been obſeryed and deternuned 
in the Notion : And there -being no caſe in 
which there may not be ſome good, real or 
imaginary, pretended, there will be no caſe in 
which Evil will not, or may not 'be done : 
And then xf Evil may be thus done, and al- 
lowably too; and loſe its Name, and for the 
preſent4ts Nature ; then what Evil 1s there 
which will not be legitimate ? For lct but a 
good End, ſuch as the. Glory of God, the 
Advantage of the Church, be placea in the 
Van, and preſently Injuſtice and Extortion, 

1  - Rapinc 
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Rapine and Violence, Oppreſſion and Tyran- 
ny, Uſurpation and Diſloyalty, and all the 
Evils of the World may come in the Rear ; 
and men need not boggle at whatever ſuch a. 
cauſe may need or require, when they have 
-, this to juſtifie them. So that by this means, 
Evil ſhall be as ſecurely and lawfully practi- 
fed, as if it had nothing of that Nature in at; 
and by being in ſuch good Company, comes 
to loſe its malignity, and become venial,fay I, 
nay ,. praiſe-worthy and meritorious 3 and 
what without that End was the worſt of Vil- 
lanies, ſhall by n,became an Heroical Vercue, 

' and Divine Quality. | 
2; It takes away all ſecurity and truſt 
amongſt men, and puts them into- a poſture 
of War. If there be no Efſential Difference 
between Good and Eyil, .but that all Actions 
are cqually lawful inthemſclves, then no-man. 
s ſafe, further. than the Laws of the Land, 
the Authority of the Magiſtrate, or his own 
Power can makchin; And though: there be 
this Difference, yet if tbe not abſervyed, bur 
that a good End may throw «« down, and 
make the Evil toibe Good, and the unlawtal 
to.be lawful, then we arc no longer quiet; or 
{ake-than our neighbour hath no good end of 
& | is 
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his own to ſerve; for if that comes into play, 
of a Friend he may be an Enemy, of a Contt 
dent he may be a Deceiver, a Robber, or a 

/ , ws | 
And our Security depending upon a great 
uncertainty, and what a Perſon doth not now 
underſtand, he may in a httle Time perceive 
to be his Intereſt ; we muſt be always upon 
our Guard, and ceycry man 1s bound, as far as 
his ſafety 1s concerned, to look upon the beſt 
of his Friends as in a poſſibility of being his 
moſt dangerous Enemy, and to converſe and 
treat with all mankind with Diſtruſt, Jealoutic 
and Fear. Grant this, that Evil becomes laws» 
ful by a good End, and we that live in Amity 
and good Correſpondence, may be in as much 
Danger as thoſe that live at the Foot of Aitng 
or Veſuvius, which in a Moment do ſhake and 
tremble, and vomit forth their Flames, and 
diſcharge them upon the Neighbourhood, to 
their utter Ruin and Devaſtation ; and when 
we think our ſelves ſecure, may have all com- 
&s broken, Oaths diflolved, all diftcrence 
an; Supenours and Inferiors confounded. 
| It expoſes the Church and State to every Pre- 
tender, and any one that has a mind, will ne- 
vcr want a Reaſon for InſurreE&tion and Re- 
C 2 bellon 
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bellion. For ir's but ſetting up a good End, 
and it gives him a Right,as much (if not more) 
to aſſault, as the other to defend himſelf. So 
that this Principle of doing Evil that Good 
may come, is as uncomfortable, as it1s unſafe ; 
and cannot be true if the Peace and good 
Order of the World be to-be minded and ſe 
cured, and if it be poſſible for it ſo to be. 

3. If this Principle be truc, it would be a 
- diſparagement to the Wiſdom and Power of 
Divine Providence, or argue a Diſtruſt in it. 
The Providence of God doth govern the 
World, and as the Glory of God; and the 
Good of Mankind are the Ends it doth re 
ſpect and proſecuee, ſo it's above all Tempta- 
tion to uſe ſuch means for the accompliſhing 
thoſe Ends, as are Diſhonourable and Inglorr 
ous, Baſe and Infamous : But if this be allow- 
. ed, that we may do evil that Good may come, 
it would reprcſcnt the Divine Providence as a 
Friend to fuch Courſes; or that it as much 
needed our help in order to the attaming thoſe 
Ends, as an evil Courſe is ſuppoſed neceffary 
for thoſe that would attain 1t. f 


Burt now if the Divine Providence 1s a dif- | 
playing the Wiſdom and Power, the Juſtice 
2nd Goodneſs of God, then ut neither needs 
Te nor 


( 17 ) 
' nor uſes any ſuch Arts as will debaſe his Aus 
thority, and be a diminution to his Divine 
Perfections : And conſequently, it ſuch are 
uſed, it ſhews a diſtruſt of Divine Providence 
in thoſe that uſe them: And ſo what was unlaw- 
ful without thatgood End pretended to be 
reſpected,is for that reaſon unlawful with it. If 
. thereforePerſons do paſs theBounds preſcribed 
them by the Divine Law(whatever cauſe they 
do it for) it to betake themſelves to diabolical 
Arts, and to call inthe Devil to their Aſſiſtance. 
They do like Sazl, who went to the Witch 
when God had forfaxen him: Or 'as Ahaziah, 
that in his Sicknefs' ſent to Bazlzebab the God 
of Ekron, when there was a God- in' 1frae/, 
2 Kings 1.2, 6. Such do m effect difown the . 
Preſence of God in the World, or the Con- 
- cernment he hath for the managing of things 
in it. For the wrath: ff man worketh ' not the 
righteouſneſs of God, Jam. i. 20. And Iiscauſe 
doth notneed any unjuſt Ares to defend and 
ſupport ic : And if by all that-men can taw- 
fully do, they arc not able'to matatain or-pro- 
mote it, thcy are to proeced. no farther, but 
to leave it to the Wiſdom and Powrr of God: 
to contrive and proſecute what may ſerye for 
the accompliſhing ſo - execlyent an end. We 
are 
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-arcalways to reſign up our Wills and Under: 
ſtandings and Devices to him, and to believe 
- that when we have done all we-lawtully can, 
he will in his good time, and by ways of his 
- Own, do what we cannot ; and we cannot do 
" whatis unlawful and Evil. Aslong as we thus 
- do, and contain our ſelves within the Bounds 
- of our Religion, we give a due reſpect to 
Divine Providence ; but if we once venture 
to paſs them, we mult cither ſuſpg&t our cauſe; 
or God's Concernment init ; and ſodiſparage 
our felyes, or the Prote&tion we pro- 
feſs to depend upon. I ſhall cloſe this with 
the Obſervation of the Son of Syrach, Eccluf. 
15. II, 12, 13. Say not thou it is through the 
Lord that I turn back |[ or afide ] for -thou 
 oughteſt not to do the things that be hateth. Say 
not thou he hath cauſed me to err ; for he hath 
n0 need of the ſinful man. The Lord hateth 
. all the abomination of Error, and they that fear 
God love it not. Ver. 20. He hath. commanded 
0 man to do ungodly, neither hath he given 
any man licenſe to ſin. 

4. The Principle of doing Evil that Good 
may come,doth evacuate and diſannull theAu- 
-thority of God's Commands, as if we were no 
furcher to reſpect: them, than may be for our 

own 
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| own private Conyenicnce and Intereſt, or the 
Convemence and Intereſt-of the Church or 
State. For if the Goodneſs of the End may 
make the Means to be Good, how wicked and 
unjuſt ſocver- they otherwiſc are ; then the 
Law of God, which forbids that Evil, is of no 
Obligacion, when that End comes between ; 
and ſo what the Law doth condemn, it would 
allow ; and what 1c dorh forbid, it would ſer 
us again looſe from; i would leaye it wholly 
in our Own Power,wherher we would keep or 
break-it, and tobreak't would be as much to 
obey, as to keep it. By this Means, the Com- 
- mands of God would-be contriy'd rather to + 
ſerve our ends than his,' and be made more 
to" provide for our cafe and{ſecutity, -than 
his Honour and Glory. How would- this - 
overthrow the Authority ,and difparage theEx- 
celency 'of Gods Law,and+ender' che Thyeat- 
ning of our Saviour inſignificant? Matth.'<- 19. 
HYboſoever [ball break one of © the leafl command- 
ments, and ſhall teach men ſo, he ſball be called 
the leaſt im,'and be uttcrby 4 exchided the It ing- 
"dom of Heaven, 
6. It this were true, it would une the very - 
Nation and Character of aGood Man, who - 
is deſcribed, with Foby tobe ar upright man, 
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-0ne-that fears God; and eſchews evil. With Du: 
. vid, to \be a, man; after God.s own heart, 1 Sam. - 


13. 14. With Nethaneel, tobe an Ifraelite in- 


' deed, \in whom there' is| no guile, Joh. 1. 47. 
. Chriſtians are to be wiſe as ſerpents, but harm- 
Jeſs as doves, Matth. v0. 16, They-are to be 
. Free and Ingenuous, Candid and Open, Plain 
| and Sincere ;\ they are to love, and'their Love 
15 to-be without difſimulation, Rom. 12. 9. 


But to allow the doing evy that Good may 


. comc;would be to:be-wife without Innocency ; 
to fear God,and: not to eſchew evil; to be an 


Ifraelite, and yet full of Guile ; that is, tobe 


A Creaſy and $9,Þcirnoncs. a0 pretend one 
Be another;:' - F.4 - ut: 


6. If Fn Doctrine - be rrue, It would be'a 
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nemy unto... It was to lutle purpoſe 

that the Heathens had-a Religion, and gods, 

a their god Bock wh ware:luppaſed to. be inclina- 
blecogpd ved by: the ſaiic Paſſions. which 
hey "nien : And what-Vcneration 
could ſuch Zejons give to thoſe kind of Dci- 
ties, whoab rec #hoſe_Vices which. reigned 
a the, bits of-#hcit Adoration. Roy 
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', tho our Religion is never ſo pious in its In- 
ſtirution, yet if by ſome collateral Ways it 
permits Men to be impious, it would be as 
contemptible' as the gods among © the 
Heathens.. It's the Excellency of the 
Chriſtian Religion, that by its Precepts 
and Commands, its Arguments and Mo- 
tives , 1ts Conſiderations and Rewards: , 
it doth drive at the Perfe&tion of Hu- 
mane Nature , - and bring men into a 
propinquity to God, and a Capacity of 
converling with him here, 'and enjoying 
him hereafter. It purifies the Heart, 
rectifies the- Intentions, governs the Acti- 
ons of Men. Ir makes them humble 
and lowly, gentle and meek, 'contented 
and ſatisfied. It's a Religion contrived 
for the good of Mankind in every Ca- 
pacity- and State.” Bute if this ſhould be 
tolerated and maintained by it, That-men 
might do vil for- a good end, 1t would 
take in again all the Miſchief 1t did dif 
countenance and controul, threaten” and 
condemn ; and the World would be fil- 
led with the ſpawn of all manner of 
wickedneſs whatſoever, under the pro- 

| D * feſhon. 
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tcſſion of Religion. This would effe&ually 
deſtroy the Honour, and put a ſtop to 
the ſucceſs of it. It would turn the 
minds of all good and vertuous men 
againſt it, and induce them to think it 
no more worthy .of their reſpe&t , than 
Mahomer's Paradiſe would be of their 
choice ; nay, . than the Sands and Deſerts 
of Africa, /where each Creature preys up- 
on its Fellow, as it hath: an opportum- 
+ F IOW 

And therefore from theſe and the like 
Reaſons, it is no wonder that the Apo- 
ſtle did with Indignation caſt off the 
Aſperſion charged upon him by the falſe 
Apoſtles, that he declared againſt it with 
all his might, and doom'd it to the Pir 
of Hell : And which again we find him 
defying, Rom. 6. 1, 2: What ſhall we ſay 
then ?* ſhall we continue in ſin that grace 
may abound ? God forbid. 


* Which Leads us to the next General. 

© II. This Principle of doing evil that 
* good may come, is not only thus cyil 
*13 its Nature, and muſchievous 1n the 


* diretul 
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* direful Conſequences of it in this World ; 
* but 1s alfo as pernicious to the ſouls 
* of Mcn. in the other. For , ſaith the 
* Apoſtle, their damnation is juſt: that 
* is, thoſe that hold it, and act according 
*to it, arc in ſuch a dangerous condition; 
* that nothing leſs than a full, ſincere, and 
* ſpeedy Repentance, can prevent their 
* final and Eternal Deſtruction: it being 
| *notonly the Will of God fo reſolving, 
* and the Word of God ſo declaring, that 
* damnation belongs to them ; :but there 1s 
*the reaſon of the Thing for it, imphed in 
© the Phraſe, whoſe danmation is juſt; For 
*if we rcfle&t upon the Principle ( toſum 
* up what I have ſaid.) it leads to ſuch ma- 
* nifold and deſperate 1miſchicts; doth ſo 
*evidently tend to,. and moit commonly 
* conclude in the oycrthfow of all good 
* Order and Government, Peace and Unity 
*1n the World ; . doth ſo much derogate 
.* from the Honour of Gods Providence, 
-* and his Religion ; doth ſo much pervert 
* the Tempers of men, that it muſt needs 
* be very hatcful to him, who-1s a God of 
*Truth, Equity, and Order; and ſo can ne 

D 2 more. 
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* more like, than he can need: ſuch Conclu- 
*ftons and Praftices. And conſequently, 
*the Perſons holding ſuch Principles, and 
* engaging 1n Practices iſſuing from, and 
* conformable to them, muſt alſo be the 
* Objects of his heavy Diſpleaſure. 

* But it may be ſaid, Where is this Prin- 
*ciple to be met with, and where are the 
* Perſons that do hold and defend this Prin- 
* ciple ? 

* This 1s to be reſolycd in the laſt Gene- 
* ral. Which 1s, 


* IV. To ſhew the Prevalency of this in 

* the Chriftian World. And here I could 
*with I had nothing further to ſay, but 
* that as no Religion has more diſcounte- 
* nanced ſuch Prineiples and Proccedings 
* than the Chriſtian, ſo no Nations nor Per- 
* ſons had more diſcountenanced the thing 

* than thoſ&that have profefled it ; but it 
*1s too notorious to be difſembled : For 
'© that:there have becn Rebellions againſ, 
* and Depoſitions of Princes, Diflolutions 
* of Governments ; taking and breaking 
'* of Oaths;and other things apparently __ 
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of that and the like kind done, to ſerve a 
* Cauſe, a Party, or a Church, is no Myſtery 
* now-a-days : And 1f any one lacks to be 
* inform'd, I had rather, at the preſent, he 
* ſhould receive it from the Publick Re- 
* cords, in which thoſe things are depokited, 
* than from me. All I pray 1s,That at length 
* the Chriſtian World may underſtand 
* their Religion better, and their ſecular 
* Intereſt leſs ; or that they would ſee it to 
* be their beſt and trucſt Intereſt to be gui- 
*ded by their Religion ; which teaches the 
* wholſome Doctrine of being ſubject to 
* the higher powers, and that they that reſiſt 


* ſhall receive to themſelves damnation, Rom. © 


* 13. 2. And as in the Text, That we muſt 
* not do cyil that 'good may come. 

And according to this Principle of 
the Apoſtle { that ic was unlawful and 
damnable to do evil that good: may 
come ) did our Saviour Chriſt, and the 
Chriſtians of the Primitive Church pro- 
ceed. None. ever had a Power greater 
than our Saviour to confound and deſtroy 
his Enemies, nor a better end to ſerve, and 
which he dicd to accompliſh; and yethe did 

| not 
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notuſe that power when urged by the Apo- 
ſtles to command Fire from Heaven to 
* conſume thoſe that would not receive him ; 
but rebuked them, and ſaid, Ye know not 
what ſpirit ye are of, Luk. 9. 54, 55. And 
the Primitive Chriſtians, though ſo deſirous 
. of profeſling and propagating their Religt- 
on, that they cheerfully lazd down their 
Lives to bear witneſs to it, and that the 
World might ſec they followed not cunning- 
ly deviſed Fables ; yet never made uſe of 
any Secular Power to-defend it or them- 
ſelves ( when not without 1t ) ; but, Ike 
Meſes, endured all things, as ſeeing him who 
is inviſible ; and that knew when God 
thought fir, and the fulncſs of his time was 
come, that, Truth ſhould aver-pawer all 
manner of oppolition whatſocvcr. 

And in Conformity to this, are the Con- 
ſeſſions of Faith 1n all the Proteſtant and 
Reformed Church-s, from which there can 
nothing bc drawn, that will juſtific Oppa- 
- ſition or Rebellion againit Civil Authori- 
ty; but rhey cxpreſly declare againſt it, And 
if any particular Pcrſons amongſt chem,(as 
thers are) haye defended it , we know 

from 
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from whence they fetched their Artillery» 
I mean thcir Arguments, and whither they 
went to ſharpen their Weapons. 

And I may ſay, That generally ſpeaking, 
rhey have acted according to thoſe Princt- 
ples of Submutlion 1n all lawtul Things to 
Superiours, and of making no hoſtile op< 
poſition-to them. _ 

So it was in our Nation, . when Queen 
Mary was a known Member of the Roman 
Church, yet the Proteſtants firft joined 
with her againſt the Lady Fane Grey, who 
was inveſted with the Title of Queen, and 
was a Proteſtant, 

And in France, the Proteſtants joined 
with Henry the 3d, of another Reliniin, 
and ſupported him againſt the -League of 
thoſe that were of his own Perſwaſion. 

And this particularly 1s the avowed Do- 
Etrine of the Church of :#ng/and, in all its 
Articles and Homuhics at large, Three * of * lt ſhouta 
which arc againſt Rebellion. \ A 

From all which, we may underſtand Homily. 
what Enemies -they are to our Religion, 

' as well as the Publick Peacc, that do pro- ' 
ceed upon the Principle of doing cyil-that 
| good 
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good may comc; and that fo they cr 
up Religion , care not what they do, 
nor what  diſparagement © they bring 
upon that.;' as well as Injury to the 
Publick. , 

And what to think of thoſe that 
were animated to .Ithe' late Rebellion 
amongſt us ( ſo happily quelled )' by this 
pretence. 

It is evident , I think, that the chief 
of them had other Things in their 
Eye, and that: it was not ſo much Re- 
ligion, as Ambition,” or Revenge, or the 
avoiding puniſhment for other Crimes,&c. 
that inſtigated. them» hereunto, Bur if 
we allow the Reaſon "to be trac, and 
not fictitious , yet 1t 1s not good nor 
ſufficient, as I have ſhewed. | 
-- And ws have therefore Reaſon to bleſs - 
God-, that he hath prevented ,: as well 
the propagating this principle ( by: their 
ſucceſs } as the Blood-ſhed and: Contu- 
lion. that would have - enfucd ; and the 
Rebellion © and :Contention that + would 
otherwiſe have prevailed with it, if not 
becn. entailed upon theſe Nations 


We 
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' We -have mdeed deſeryed that God 
ſhould thus puniſh us, 'whom Plague 
and Fire, and other Judgments, have 
left, for the moſt parr, unceforadd. 


And therefore fo much the greater 
Reaſon have we for the Bleſſing of God 
that he has yet had Mercy for us, and 
that he has rather taken up the Rod 
to affright us, than to deftroy us ; thar 
we may yet fit under our own Vines 
and Fig-Trecs, and enjoy our fclyes, 
and the Fruit of our hone{t Labours 
and-laduſtry 3- and what iS morc, the Go- 


ſpcl, 1n Peacc. 


The Lord grant that we be truly 
ſenſible of his undeferved Favours, and 
may ſhew our Thanktulneſs, by our 
Loyalty to our Prince, Stedfaſtneſs to 

our Religion, and the Holineſs of our 
Lives; that. by our Subnuſſion to Ay- 
thority , the Peaccableneſs and Piety of 
our Converſations, we may bring Ho- 
nour to God and our Rcligion. 
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' If we; thns do: good, 'we are ſure that - 
Good: will ' come. of it; fox the fruit 
of Righteouſneſs. is ſown,in. peace of them 


that make peace. 
\ 
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